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A Proclamation for the authorizing an vniſormitie ot the Booke of Common Prayer ts | 


Bee vied throughout the RE A L ME. 


Lthough it cannot beun known to Our Subiects by the former Declarations we have publiſhed,what Our 
have beene in matters of Religion ſince our comming to this Crowne : Yet 
lame being now by Vs reduced to a ſetled forme, Wee have occaſion to repeate ſomewhat of that 
which barb paſſed : and how at our very firſt entry into the Realme, being entertained and importuned 
with Informations of Minifters, complaning of the errors and imperfections of the Church | 
here, aſwell in matters of ine, as of Diſcipline : Although We had no reaſon to preſume that © > 
things were ſo far amiſſe, as was pretended, becauſe We had ſeene the Kingdome under that forme of 
Religion which by Law was eſtabliſhed in the dayes of the late Queene of famous memorie, bleſſed 
p with a peace & proſperity, both extraordinary and of many yeare+ continuance (a ſtrong euidence that 
= &; & God wastherewith well pleaſed, ) Yet becauſe the imporcunitie of the Domplainers was great, their 
| affirmations vehement, and the zeale wherewich the ſame did ſeeme to be-1ccompained, very ſpecious: | 
We were moovedthereby to. make it Our occaſion to diſaharge the duety which is the cheiſeſt of all Kingly ducrics, that is to ſettle | 
the affaires of Religion, and the Seruice of God before ther owne. V Vhich while we ware in hand to du a5 the contagion oftheſickneſſe 
in Our City of Loxdon and other places, wonld permit an aſſemb'y of perſons meet for that purpoſe ; Some of thoſe who | 
the ſtate of Religion here eft-bliſhed,p.eſuming more of Our intents then ever Wee gave them cauſe todoe,and r ; | 
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| with humour, began ſuch dings, as did raither raiſe a ſcandall in the Chucchytl en rake offence away. For both they vſed 
of publique ſeruing ot God not heat ailowed, held iſſembl ies without Aurhoririe, and did other rbing+ caryinga very ſhew of Seditis 


morethen of Zeale : whom We reſtrained by a former Proclamation in the moneth of O ober laſt,. a d gave int mat ion of the comer - 
"ence We intended to be had with as much ſpeede is conuenient ly could bee, for the ordering of thoſe ting: ot the Church, which 
* follo wed in the moneth of [42275 liſt at Our Honour of Hamp:on Court ere before Our Sele, and Our Privie 
. Counſel! were aſſembled many of the graveſt Biſhops and Prelat s of the Realme, and many other leatued men, aſwell of thoſe 
that are conformable to the State of the Church eſtabliſhed, as of thoſe that diſſe ted. Among whom vhat Our paiaes were, what 
Our patience in heareing and replying, and what the indifferencie and uy of Our iudgemear+ in determining, We leave to 
the of thoſe who heard the — content ing our Selſe with the df Our owne heart therein. Bur We cannot conceale 
that the fuccefle of that Conferencewas ſuch, as bappeneth to many other things, which mooving great expectation before they be 


entred into, inthicr iſſue produce ſmall effects. For Wee found mighty and vehement Informations ſupported with ſo weake and 
ſlender proofes as it appeareth unto Vs, and Our Counſell, that there was no cauſe why any change ſhou!d have beene at all in that 


which was moſt im the book of Common Prayer, containing the forme of the publike Seruice of God heere eſtabliſhed, neither 
in the doctrine which d to be ſincere, nor in the Formes and Rite which were iuſtified out of the practiſe of the Primiriue 
Church Norwithftanding, wee thought mcer, with conſent of the Biſhops and other learned men there preſent, That ſome ſmall 


— — — then change, not that the ſame might not very well have bene borne with by men who have made 
a reaſonable conſtruct ion of tbem:but for that in a matter ing the Seruice of God V Vee were nice,orrather iealous, that the 
publike Forme thereof ſhould be free not onely from blame, but from ſuſpition, ſo a3 neither the common A Juerſary ſhould have 
aduantage to wreſt ought therein coat 1ined, to other ſenſe then the Church of Egan! intendeth, nor any troubleſome or ignorant 
perſon of this Church bee able torake the leaſt occaſiòu of cavill againſt it: And for that purpoſe gave forth Our Commiſſica 
vader our Seale of England, tothe Archbiſhop of Canterbury and orhers, according to the forme which the Lawes of the 
Realme in like caſe preſcribe to be vſed. to mike the ſaid Explanation, & to cauſe the vhole Booke of Common Prayer to be newly 
_ . Which being now done; ani eſtabliſhed anew after ſo ſerious ade'ibzration, alrhough V Ve doubt not but all our Subiects 

h Minifters and others,will receive the fame with ſuch revereace as appert aineth, and conforme themſelves thereto every man in 
that which him concerneth : Yet have we thought it neceſſary, to make knowen by Proclamition Our authorizing of the ſame , 
ier and enioyne all men, aſwell Ecclefiaſticall as Temporall, ro Conforme themſelves umo it, And to 


— — iſe 1 as — publike ſorme of ſeruing God, eſtabliſhed and allowed to be in this Realme. And the rather for that 
all the learned men who — preſent , aſwell of the Biſhops as others, promiſed their conformitie in the praRice of it, onely ( 


V ight be borne with for atime. | | 
— Aach 85 Biſhops, and all publike Miniſters aſwell E-cleſfiaſticall as Civill,to doe their duetie  - 
in cauſing the fame to be obeyed,and in puriſhing the offenders according to the Lawes of the Realme heretofore eſtabliſhed, for the 
 axchorieing ofthe Gd bocke of Common prayer Ad V Ye ck ee ne =othey fnll thinks 
; in hi Di der,, rothemſelves within ſuch time 

ur — ——— We doe admoniſh all men, that hereafter they ſhall not expect, nor 


imite, id Booke ſ. ined. And laſt ( 
— —— the — and publike forme of Gods Seruice, from this which is now eſtabliſhed, for chat 


nei il ive way to any to preſume,that our ewne i ing determined in a marter of this weight ſhall be ſwaĩed to 
þ — 2 — | — light ſpirit: either are We ignorant of the inconueniences that doe ariſe in Gouerment, — 
by admi innouation in things once ſetſed by mature deliberation : And how neceffary it is to vſe conſtancie in the vpholdiog Ec 
the publike ination of State,, for that ſuch is the unquietneſſe and unſtedfaſinefle of ſome dilpolirions, alleRing — 
formes of things, as, iftbey ſhould be followed in their unconſtancie, would make all ations of States ridiculous contemptible : 
whereas the Wella maintaining of things by good 2duice eftabliſhed, is the wealth of all the Commo rr wealth. 


| ö Oixes et our Court the g; day of March. - Marek , 
- Princed at London 142 
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